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FIREFIGHTER MAY DAY GUIDELINE
PREFACE:
This policy was adopted by the Cortland County Fire Chiefs Association on March 26, 2008.  This policy is to be adhered to by all fire departments operating in Cortland County.

PURPOSE:
The purpose of this guideline is to establish a method for firefighter’s to summons assistance.

METHOD:
If a firefighter finds themselves trapped, missing, or in need of assistance, it is vital that the firefighter take the following steps to ensure that assistance is received immediately.

1.
If the firefighter is able to reach his Radio he should transmit a “MAYDAY” signal across the Radio three (3) times, state his / her name, location, problem and resources needed to assist firefighter.
2. The firefighter should then wait for the Incident Commander to acknowledge the “MAYDAY”.  Once a “MAYDAY” is transmitted the Incident Commander should advise Fire Control that radio silence is needed for Fire Scene Safety.

3. Fire Control will then use the Warble Tone and announce this statement - All Units Clear the Air for a May Day declaration.  This will allow the Incident Commander to get control of air time and not key the public in that we have firefighters in trouble.

4. The firefighter should then provide the Incident Commander with the following information:

a.)
Who requires assistance?

b.)
How many firefighters require assistance?

c.)
What the problem is?

d.)
Estimation of how much air you have left.

e.)
Approximate location.

f.)
What equipment will be needed to correct the situation?




g.)
How did you get there?




h.)
Can you hear anything?




i.)
Can you feel anything?




j.)
What is the fire condition near you?

5.
The Incident Commander will repeat the following information back to the Distressed Firefighter to ensure the message was received in full.

6.
The firefighter should then manually activate his/her PASS alarm and turn on their flashlight to assist the Rapid Intervention Team in locating the Distressed Firefighter(s).

5. The Incident Commander will provide the Rapid Intervention Team with the information received by the Distressed Firefighter(s) and deploy the team.

8.
The Incident Commander will then request additional manpower to the scene and establish another Rapid Intervention Team.

9.
It is Imperative that all firefighters stay focused on their current assignments unless directed otherwise by an officer.  A SUDDEN OUTBREAK OF FREELANCING COULD HAVE DISASTROUS RESULTS. 
ISSUED BY COUNTY CHIEFS PRESIDENT        ISSUED BY FIRE COORDINATOR
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