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PURPOSE:
To provide the best possible service in the least amount of time for incidents where there are persons missing and help is needed in their location.

DEFINITIONS:

Level 1 Staging:
For this type of search the dispatchers will instruct the team members to report to a staging area near the search area.

Level 2 Staging:
The dispatchers will instruct the team to report to their fire station for additional instructions.

POLICY:

1.
Calls from a person outside a village or city where persons are missing and are suspected to be lost shall result in the dispatcher assigning a police unit to investigate.

2.
If it is determined by the investigating officer that in fact a search is warranted, a page for any Fire Chief of that area shall be requested to contact the 911 center.  

3.
An activation shall be made per his instructions which shall include the level and location.
4.
At that point it is up to the discretion of the Fire Department Officer having jurisdiction to determine when or if the County Search and Rescue Team shall be activated.

5.
If the Search and Rescue Team is requested, the County Search Team shall be activated as follows:
1.
Appropriate Pre Announcement
2.
Activate the County Search Team.
3.
Announce “All County Search and Rescue Team members you are to report to _____”.  This location will be determined by the Fire Department Officer and Law Enforcement agency.
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